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Newsletter #174: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello! I hope everyone has been enjoying the entry into Spring. It’s been a long winter 
certainly and dealing with the global pandemic has made it challenging. I am writing 
this newsletter a few days before I go back to Europe for a month. For the first time in 
one year and four months I will be attending my first numismatic auctions. It seems 
almost surreal to be entering a floor auction and with some of my colleagues no less. At 
the time of this writing it is uncertain whether U.S. citizens will even be allowed to 
travel with ease but being married to a German national has some advantages (at least 
in this case!). The auctions will be at the tail end of my trip as I am going for personal 
reasons So this newsletter is early enough to formulate bids with anyone interested in 
working with me. 


With the wonderful inroads made with videos and high quality images, bidding 
internationally has been made much simpler. That said, having someone view and bid 
live during the auction on the floor is an advantage that we should never dismiss. I hope 
some of you will take advantage of the representation services I provide. If there was a 
time to do it, it would be now! 


Nomos Auction 22 (22 June 2021) 


Just in time I received a large box of catalogs from Nomos with their 22nd auction. A 
beautiful satyr graces the cover. Nomos does not disappoint in this catalog. There are 
some fantastic types available and a few that I will describe below. I will personally 
view this sale and bid live on the floor so please get in touch once you have a chance to 
look at the catalog. Also, in the event you would like a catalog please get in touch 
immediately with me so I can send one out to you before I leave. 


1. Let’s just start with the cover piece, lot 86. An unusual stater from the Orreskioi 
(?) tribe, a part of the Thraco-Macedonian area. This exceedingly rare coin is 
from only a few known. 

2. Lot 97, acoin from Philippoi, originally called Krenides and founded by the 
people of Thasos. Philip II, the father of Alexander ITI, the Great, renamed the city 
for his own when he conquered it in 356 BC, the year this coin was struck. These 
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name of Philip. The city is likely best known for the standoff between Antony and 
Octavian versus Brutus and Cassius Longinus but this event occurred over 300 
years later. 

3. Lot 174 is one of the most enigmatic and earliest of the electrum coinages we 
know. The coinage of Phanes is fascinating not only as it represents the earliest 
coinage known in the Western world, but also one in which a person is clearly 
being represented. No one knows who Phanes really was: a magistrate, official of 
some sort or just a wealthy person able to produce his own coinage. What is clear 
is that the coinage is an essential piece for anyone collecting early electrum. 

4. Lot 186: Maybe you couldn’t afford the Zodiac coinage of Antoninus Pius from 
Alexandria being offered in recent auctions. If you are a lover of the Zodiac 
series, this coin from Gordian III is a nice consolation prize. It was struck in 
Sardis and has the Zodiac signs on the reverse. A much cheaper alternative! 

5. Lot 234 is a fantastically toned tetradrachm of Seleucus I. The founder of the 
Seleucid Dynasty after the death of Alexander, this coin is not a continuation of 
the Alexander types that continued to circulate some years after the onset of 
Seleucus’ reign. 

6. Lot 246 is possibly my favorite coin in the entire sale. A type that is very rarely 
seen and also from an illustrious collector, Baron Alexandre de Petrowicz, whose 
coins were in the 1925 Naville X sale. 

7. Lot 305 is a gorgeous drachm from Alexandria struck under Antoninus Pius. The 
Staffieri collection auctioned by Triton in 2018 was a pristine group of coins from 
an area of the Roman/Greek world that typically does not present in this 
condition. 

8. Lot 358 is the elusive Zenobia, the 3rd century ruler of the Palmyrene Empire. She 
was elevated to regent to her son Vabalathus when her husband, Odaenathus was 
assassinated. Not the most attractive of coinage but difficult to obtain as it rarely 
comes up in auction. 

9. Lot 367: a medallion of Constantine I, the Great that has some traces of original 
silvering remaining. Such a large type from Constantine is not what we normally 
see. This one has a captivating portrait and attractive imagery. 

10. Starting with lot 413: A small group of well preserved seals including lot 418 in 
gold (!). This imperial bulla was used during the time of Constantine IX. I’ve 
personally never seen a Seal in gold so this is one that is not likely to come around 
too often. The note in the catalogs suggests this as well as the only others known 
are in museums. 


NAC Auction 124/125 (23-24 June 2021) 


Wow......just wow. The NAC auction is beyond amazing this time. I guess they have been 
waiting to auction their best coins for when some of us could return back onto the 
auction floor. They did not disappoint. These two catalogs have so many coins that are 
worth consideration that making a list is almost impossible. I’m not easily impressed 
but I thought the 124 was the only sale. Then I saw the 125 catalog and it rocked my 
world! I’ll start to describe the sales but next week’s newsletter I’ll have to continue. 
There is simply too much. 


Sale 124 is the third installment of a “Man in Love with Art” (the title is longer but for 

the sake of brevity!). “The man” was the source of torment for many collectors (and a 

few dealers like me) for a few years around 2011-2012. His passion was Greek coins and 

anyone that wanted to bid on a coin that he wanted was certain to lose. He was a source 

joy for many of the auction houses but as we all know nothing lasts forever and that 

period too ended. The tragic thing is that the collector died which is never a nice thing. 

The only favorable aspect to this story is that his collection is now finally available to 
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. Lot 8: A fantastic didrachm from Campania. The obverse imagery of the nymph is 


so classically beautiful and sharply struck. The reverse shows a man-headed bull. 
One where the features of the face are unquestionably clear. A nike flies overhead 
crowning the bull. To add to this, the illustrious pedigree is from a Sambon- 
Canessa auction from 1901 and also formerly part of the Comtesse de Béhague 
collection. 


. Lot 29: A% gold stater from Metapontum. Aside from being a rarity in gold, this 


coin is so nicely struck with a beautiful head of Hera on the obverse and the 
typical reverse style of a ear of grain but also featuring a cute bird symbol. 


. Lot 49: this little drachm from Aetna is unknown other than this specimen which 


has been used in the reference books. The obverse is interesting with a horse and 
rider but the real draw is the reverse with a phenomenal rendition of Zeus seated 
on a throne. He holds a sceptre with an eagle atop and the city state name is 
around. This coin was struck around the time that the infamous eruption of Mt. 
Etna occurred (in c. 475 BC). 


. Lot 50: Possibly my favorite type ever. The coins from Akragas with the Eagle 


carrying his prey, a hare. The symbolism on this coin is breathtaking. On this 
particular example there is a grasshopper. The pedigree goes back to Mr. 
Kunstfreund himself, Charles Gillet. Only a small portion of Gillet’s collection was 
auctioned in 1974. The actual Greek collection was over 1200 pieces. Most of them 
are of the highest quality. 


. Lot 66: A signed Kimon dekadrachm with an illustrious pedigree going back to 


the 1924 Naville auction and owned by Bement, Garrett, Weber and Webster (four 
world class collectors). The style of the Arethusa is less harsh than the typical 
Kimon style. It has an obvious flan flaw on the reverse but does not detract from 
the beauty of the piece. 


. Lot 84: It isn’t the most beautiful of all coins but it makes up for it in the rich 


history it provides. The famous decadrachm of 5 shekels from Babylon. It shows a 
ereat warrior on his horse (Alexander the Great) battling a Punjabi soldier (or 
possibly King Porus himself). Unlike the Greeks who waged battles on horseback, 
the soldiers of Porus rode elephants that must have created fear in most that 
encountered them. While King Porus did surrender it was not because of a lack of 
fighting prowess, but on account of thirst and exhaustion. This piece represents 
the famous conflict and the victorious Alexander in all his glory. 


. Lot 147: This exceedingly rare type has an abundance of symbolism from a ram’s 


head, dolphins, a goat’s head and some ivy leaves. The strike and surfaces are 
sublime and the pedigree goes back to a1925 Florange-Ciani auction. 


. Lot 150: This coin absolutely sings to me. It is a plate coin in Svoronos and 


Seltman, in the actual Kunstfreund sale and obviously was out of the public 
auction scene since Salvesen bought it (presumably in 1974 at the famous sale). It 
is the first issue with the owl and one can see how the style evolved over time 
from viewing this early piece. The owl started out as a plump little guy. The 
crescent moon and the ethnic are different from the later dies. It is simply a work 
of art. 

Lot 218: A Rhodes stater with a larger than life rendition of Helios. It comes from 
a 1993 Christies sale (being the cover coin as well) and is from a known hoard. 
Lot 228: A fantastic stater from Tarsus with a three-quarter facing Heracles on 
the obverse. 


Next week’s newsletter will feature the coins from the 125th catalog. I don’t have any 
NAC catalogs yet and I presume that I will be shipping these out with any customer 
coins that I buy since it is unlikely I will get them before I leave. 
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BRUTTIUM. Croton. c. 500-480 BC 
AR Stater (listed as didrachm in Jameson), 8.11g (18mm, 6h). Tripod with feet of griffin / 


Incuse of eagle in flight (facing r.) 


Pedigree: Ex Niggeler Collection, Bank Leu and M&M Basel, 3/4. December 1965, lot 73. Ex 
Jameson Collection, 4194, pl. XLVII and from the G. Duruflé Collection previously 


References: Rutter, HN 2095. HGC 1447 

Grade: Minor pitting on on obverse. Beautifully toned and with lovely details. EF 
Price: $9,750 
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Buy Coin 


Croton was founded by Achaean Greeks in c. 710 BC. It was situated between Tarentum 
and Rhegium making it a good port city between the two. Some notable Greeks found 
prominence in Croton. The first was Milo of Croton, who was victorious in the Olympic 
Games c. 588 BC. The philosopher Phythagorus formed a society of over 300 disciples. 


This lovely coin comes from the Niggeler Collection (sold in 1965) through a joint 
venture of Bank Leu and M&M Basel and previously was part of the Jameson Collection. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/bruttium-croton-c-500-480-bc? 
rq=gk1522 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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